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Mercury contamination of aquatic plant and animal life is a significant issue for 
ecosystem restoration, challenging scientists, resource management agencies, and 
decision makers on how to simultaneously achieve restoration goals and reduce 
mercury contamination. Commonly, ecosystem restoration strategies conflict with mercury 
reduction strategies: wetland restoration, nutrient load reductions and hydrologic alteration 
all have the potential to increase the production and bioaccumulation of methyl-mercury (the 
most toxic form of mercury in the environment).  

Dr. David Krabbenhoft of the U.S. Geological Survey Mercury Research Lab will give a 
presentation showing how mercury has been an integral factor at each of three U.S. 
large-scale, multi-decade ecosystem restoration efforts including the Bay-Delta.  
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